
Strategy: Wait and
Allow Them Time to

Respond

Strategy: Model
Without

Expectation

Strategy: Honor All
Forms of

Communication

YES

YES
YES

NO

NO

Do you stop and wait for
your child to respond

before continuing to speak
to them?

Do you hand items to your
child when they bring them

to you or point toward
them?

Do you model naming
the items your child

brings to you?

Do you ask them “what’s
this?” or tell them to “say”

the word or phrase
verbally?

Do you anticipate your
child’s needs and get them
items you know that they

want?

Communication Strategy Flow Chart

Strategy: Create
Opportunities for
them to Initiate Can your child imitate or use

signs, words, or AAC?

Strategy: Follow
Your Child’s Lead

YES NO

Does your child look at or
reach toward items they

want?

YES NO

START
HERE!

YES NO

NO

YES NO

Can your child
communicate with
gestures, signs, or

AAC?

YES NO
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